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Investigators with SFM, ATF Offer $10,000 Reward in 
Four Southern Ohio Church Arson Cases 

Up to $10,000 Being Offered for Information Leading to Identification and Arrest of Those Responsible 
 

Columbus, Ohio – Investigators with the Ohio Department of Commerce Division of State Fire 
Marshal (SFM), the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), and the Gallia 
and Lawrence County Sheriff’s Offices are asking for the public’s help in identifying those 
responsible for at least four fires that destroyed churches in Gallia and Lawrence Counties, 
including three that have occurred since May 10, 2024. 
 
All four churches were destroyed. No one was hurt in the fires. The four impacted churches are:  
 

• April 23, 2022 – Kokeen Enterprise Baptist Church, 1592 Kokeen Rd., Oak Hill, Ohio 
(Gallia County) 

• May 10, 2024 – Flag Springs Methodist Church, 19529 State Route 141, Patriot, Ohio 
(Gallia County) 

• July 6, 2024 – Rehobeth Church, 8356 County Rd. 14, Waterloo, Ohio (Lawrence County) 

• August 6, 2024 – Fox-Fairview Church, 53 Pyles Rd., Patriot, Ohio (Gallia County) 
 
During the subsequent investigations, investigators with SFM determined the fires to be the 
result of intentional human acts. Given their close proximity to one another, the short time frame 
in which the most recent three fires have occurred, and other undisclosed similarities, 
investigators believe the same person or group of individuals may be responsible for all four 
fires.  
 
“We are committed to finding the individual or individuals who are behind these senseless fires,” 
Ohio Fire Marshal Kevin Reardon said. “I am grateful to the ATF for matching the Blue Ribbon 
Arson Committee’s $5,000 reward to encourage the public to help us solve these cases before 
any more properties are destroyed, individuals are hurt, or lives are potentially lost.”  
 
In addition to a $5,000 reward being offered by the Blue Ribbon Arson Committee, the ATF is 
offering $5,000 for information leading to the identification and arrest of those responsible for 
these fires. Anyone with information is urged to contact SFM’s tip line at 800-589-2728 or the 
ATF’s tip line at 1-888-ATF-TIPS (888-283-8477). Individuals may also email ATFTips@atf.gov 
or contact ATF through its website at atf.gov/contact/atf-tips. Tips may also be submitted to ATF 
using the ReportIt® app, available on both Google Play and the Apple App Store, or by visiting 
reportit.com. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu36632242.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DR8JdNSI6iL0l-2BVwKMKNQnGGQadxPnpMH5tk-2BV3DVxclx8B-2FB-2BPaa-2F9NfB41rL-2BVcYMg4_cGe9W5K-2FCqFb2N07halzpDgTAj5RaDdwjD3OsZYsGBVWOXBOpXH6PBG51ka2fACmLIgoon5seX8FI2gv5aRX91aHmZLEWfLNZFf6H9dGCIEnpFGiuYB3mc-2F2cw2PvJgQt7tfEdaVFTI5wMjBdZwHqEP0-2F83UUJr8OBl7wTHDt1pXKFr7WkPul03wUEEtF3dRCj8yUwtyLB-2BBXulx-2F9f6phzWSvYhNI-2FlmHG-2FRF43KnmtRkmKHcZvqCOJhCXPy7PudRzmyBXHplcYWXAJpw13VQyMlcAYXY6K8bvf3uo5Zh2PhXTpMZ4Cy-2B-2B0ub3E-2BdPTdnyqFMjs2Gb23iewXDq3yG4sCiwYNngDndgUuIfxGyO5kqt1MYCojD2tKR-2FRuUA3&data=05%7C02%7CAndy.Ellinger%40com.ohio.gov%7C6769efea1b194da8ded808dc219f1888%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638422214396156848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0R8oVO6GLu4N9p7PTemZHYos78SLokFE8Q%2BZ6ACkLJc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu36632242.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DR8JdNSI6iL0l-2BVwKMKNQnEtHUTKv-2Bgalnxe4uyggBK-2B6xvQH3SQY2l35JBITm9Z0SXXb_cGe9W5K-2FCqFb2N07halzpDgTAj5RaDdwjD3OsZYsGBVWOXBOpXH6PBG51ka2fACmLIgoon5seX8FI2gv5aRX91aHmZLEWfLNZFf6H9dGCIEnpFGiuYB3mc-2F2cw2PvJgQt7tfEdaVFTI5wMjBdZwHqEP0-2F83UUJr8OBl7wTHDt1pXKFr7WkPul03wUEEtF3dRs6AIhRl-2FBd0Sf1ypbgaZ4QOjJqXEVWw6YeaccIxAxhny-2BGBtw7zKdyIWLys1e5UCMm6X-2BtweeKAgIg8nj5JUpoNPcN3-2FdGM1SLHp-2Fwd5Smx3aGNe3DiI3g0n34rNA79-2F9IjAbSOAvXt0ktsf4fFIvtM5PHwu0Uye9Trq3ufk1wj6Tq2zl5iqXIEc0NlkEOi8&data=05%7C02%7CAndy.Ellinger%40com.ohio.gov%7C6769efea1b194da8ded808dc219f1888%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638422214396162798%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VHtTRCaifgcpsuED29pVHRPNOX7pIQ2YQ3s9keUvZR0%3D&reserved=0
http://www.com.ohio.gov/
mailto:Thomas.brockman@com.ohio.gov
https://com.ohio.gov/
https://com.ohio.gov/divisions-and-programs/state-fire-marshal
https://com.ohio.gov/divisions-and-programs/state-fire-marshal
https://www.atf.gov/
http://www.ohioarsonreward.com/
mailto:ATFTips@atf.gov
http://www.atf.gov/contact/atf-tips
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reportit.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.brockman%40com.ohio.gov%7C7292109424e54017456c08dcb71fb43a%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638586593995686598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z%2B%2FmNQbpJHzu52FMIwJOKsrD0yO2VyjGmCRTzeM3z9U%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

Connect with us! 
com.ohio.gov 

### 

About the Division of State Fire Marshal 
The Division of State Fire Marshal is part of the Ohio Department of Commerce. The 
department is Ohio’s chief regulatory agency, focused on promoting prosperity and protecting 
what matters most to Ohioans. We ensure businesses follow the laws that help them create jobs 
and keep Ohioans safe. To learn more about what we do, visit our website at com.ohio.gov.  
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