
Click HERE for an explanation of the data. 

MONTANA
	

FFL BURGLARIES, ROBBERIES, & LARCENIES, 2017 - 2021
	

Total Theft Incidents 

39
	
Average # of Firearms
	
Involved per Theft
	

Incident
	

3
	

Total # of Firearms
	
Involved
	

134
	
Median # of Firearms
	
Involved per Theft
	

Incident
	

1
	
Total # of Incidents and Firearms Involved by Theft Year 

% of Thefts by Number of Firearms Stolen 

Thefts and Firearms Stolen by FFL Type 

 

FFL 
Type 

Total 
Incidents 

% Total 
Incidents 

Total # 
Firearms 
Involved 

% Total 
Firearms 
Involved 

01 26 66.7% 87 64.9% 

02 12 30.8% 44 32.8% 

07 1 2.6% 3 2.2% 

Total 39 100.0% 134 100.0% 

Total # of Incidents and Firearms Involved by Theft Type 

Average and Median # of Firearms Involved per Theft Incident by 
Theft Type 
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Firearms Stolen by Weapon Type 

Weapon Type 

 

Total # Firearms 
Involved 

% of Total 

PISTOL 79 59.0% 

RIFLE 24 17.9% 

REVOLVER 23 17.2% 

SHOTGUN 4 3.0% 

RECEIVER/FRAME 3 2.2% 

DERRINGER 1 0.7% 

Total 134 100.0% 

88 

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/nfcta-crime-guns-volume-two-state-reference-tables


RECOVERED FIREARMS ASSOCIATED WITH ALL FFL 
BURGLARIES, ROBBERIES, & LARCENIES WITHIN STATE, 2017 - 2021
	

Total Theft Incidents w/ at 
Least 1 Recovered Firearm 

30 

Total # of Recovered 
Firearms 

87
	

Average # of Firearms Recovered 
per Theft Incident w/ at Least 1 

Recovered Firearm 

3

Median # of Firearms Recovered per 
Theft Incident w/ at Least 1 

Recovered Firearm 

1 
Total # of Theft Incidents Involving at Least 1 Recovered Firearm by 
Theft Type 

% Total of Recovered Firearms by Time-to-Recovery Grouping 

Distance Between FFL Theft Location and Recovery Location 

Distance (Miles) from 
FFL Theft to Recovery 

Location 

# of Recovered 
Firearms 

% of Total Recovered 
Firearms w/ Distance 

Measured 

(A) 0-10 47 78.33% 
(B) 11-25 1 1.67% 
(C) 26-50 1 1.67% 
(D) 51-100 3 5.00% 
(E) 101-200 5 8.33% 
(G) More than 300 3 5.00% 
Total 60 100.00% 

Average and Median # of Firearms Recovered per Theft Incident 
Involving at Least 1 Recovered Firearm by Theft Type 
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Recovered Firearms by Possessor Age 

Possessor Age Grouping # of Recovered 
Firearms 

% of Total Recovered 
Firearms w/ Possessor 

Age Determined 

17 and below 8 12.70% 
18-24 10 15.87% 
25-34 13 20.63% 
35 and older 32 50.79% 
Total 63 100.00% 

% Total of Recovered Firearms by Theft-to-Recovery Location 

Intrastate 89.4% 

Interstate 10.6% 

Top Recovery Cities Associated with Theft State 
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Distance Between FFL Theft Location and Recovery Location

Distance (Miles) from
FFL Theft to Recovery

Location

# of Recovered
Firearms

% of Total Recovered
Firearms w/ Distance

Measured

(A) 0-10
(B) 11-25
(C) 26-50
(D) 51-100
(E) 101-200
(G) More than 300

47
1
1
3
5
3

78.33%
1.67%
1.67%
5.00%
8.33%
5.00%

Total 60 100.00%



CRIME GUNS RECOVERED AND TRACED, 2017 - 2021 

Traced Crime Guns 

5,063 

Traced Crime Guns to a 
Known Purchaser 

3,698 

Median TTC (Years) 

4.2 

Median Age of 
Possessor 

31 

Top Recovery Cities 

Recovery City # of Recovered 
Crime Guns 

  

BILLINGS 995 
GREAT FALLS 373 
MISSOULA 343 
BOZEMAN 209 
HELENA 182 
Total 2,102 

Top Source States 

Source 
State 

# of Recovered 
Crime Guns 
  

MT 2,610 
WA 117 
WY 82 
CA 70 
OR 62 
Total 2,941 

Crime Guns Traced to a Known Purchaser by Year 
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Crime Guns by Possessor Age 

Possessor Age Group # of Recovered 
Firearms 

% of Total Recovered 
Firearms w/ Possessor 

Age Determined 

17 and below 47 1.4% 
18-21 128 3.9% 
22-24 120 3.6% 
25-34 791 23.8% 
35-44 1,096 33.0% 
45-54 610 18.4% 
55-64 414 12.5% 
65 and Over 112 3.4% 
Total 3,318 100.0% 

Top Source Cities 

Source City Source 
State 

# of Recovered 
Crime Guns 

  

BILLINGS MT 829 
GREAT FALLS MT 256 
MISSOULA MT 242 
BOZEMAN MT 170 
KALISPELL MT 159 
Total   1,656 

Crime Guns by TTC Grouping 

LESS THAN 1 YEAR 
653 (17.7%) 

1-3 YEARS 
699 (19.0%)MORE THAN 3 YE… 

2331 (63.3%) 

Crime Guns by FFL-to-Recovery Location 

Distance (Miles) from FFL to
Recovery Location 

# of 
Recovered 
Firearms 

% of Total Recovered 
Firearms w/ Distance 

Measured 

0 - 10 990 39.4% 
11 - 25 113 4.5% 
26 - 50 137 5.5% 
51 - 100 267 10.6% 
101 - 200 278 11.1% 
201 - 300 100 4.0% 
More than 300 625 24.9% 
Total 2,510 100.0%

Crime Guns by Possessor Gender 

Male 
90.3% 

Female 
9.7% 

Crime Guns by Purchaser/Possessor Grouping when Purchaser is Known 

Purchaser and Possessor are Different 
2266 (61.3%) 

Purchaser Known, Possessor Unknown 
1135 (30.7%) 

Purchaser and Possessor are Same Individual
	
297 (8.0%)
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CRIME GUNS SOURCED FROM THIS STATE, 2017 - 2021 

Traced Crime Guns 

6,211 

Traced Crime Guns to a 
Known Purchaser 

5,417 

Median TTC (Years) 

4.5 

Median Age of 
Purchaser 

32 

Crime Guns Traced to a Known Purchaser by Year		

Crime Guns by Source-to-Recovery Location		

INTERSTATE 
2658 (49.1%) INTRASTATE 

2610 (48.3%) 

INTERNA… 140 (2.6%)		

Crime Guns by Purchaser Age		
Purchaser Age Group # of Recovered 

Firearms 
% of Total Recovered 
Firearms w/ Purchaser 

Age Determined 

18-21 270 5.2% 
22-24 540 10.3% 
25-34 1,449 27.7% 
35-44 1,127 21.6% 
45-54 811 15.5% 
55-64 639 12.2% 
65 and Over 388 7.4% 
Total 5,224 100.0% 

Top Recovery States 

Recovery 
State 

Recovered 
Crime 
Guns 

  

MT 2,610 
CA 593 
WA 413 
ID 156 
OR 136 
Total 3,908 

Top Recovery Cities 

Recovery City/State Recovered 
Crime 
Guns 

  

BILLINGS, MT 722 
GREAT FALLS, MT 280 
MISSOULA, MT 255 
BOZEMAN, MT 158 
SPOKANE, WA 138 
Total		 1,553 0 

12981239 
1037 

9269171,000 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Crime Guns by TTC Grouping 

LESS THAN 1 YEAR 
857 (15.9%) 

1-3 YEARS
1027 (19.0%)

MORE THAN 3 YE… 
3512 (65.1%) 

Crime Guns by Purchaser-to-FFL Location 

Distance (Miles) from
Purchaser's Known Residence 

to FFL Location 

# of 
Recovered 
Firearms 

% of Total Recovered 
Firearms w/ Distance 

Measured 

0 - 10 2,870 57.9% 
11 - 25 657 13.2% 
26 - 50 505 10.2% 
51 - 100 394 7.9% 
101 - 200 283 5.7% 
201 - 300 95 1.9% 
More than 300 156 3.1% 
Total 4,960 100.0% 

Crime Guns by Purchaser Gender 

Male 
80.5% 

Female
	
19.5%
	

Crime Guns by Purchaser/Possessor Grouping when Purchaser is Known 

Purchaser and Possessor are Different 
3373 (62.3%) 

Purchaser Known, Possessor Unknown 
1687 (31.1%) 

Purchaser and P… 356 (6.6%) 
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RECOVERED CRIME GUN CHARACTERISTICS, 2017 - 2021
	

Most Frequently Traced 
Crime Gun Type 

PISTOL 

Most Frequently Traced 
Crime Gun Caliber 

9 

Most Frequently Traced Crime Gun 
Make-Type-Caliber 

GLC-P-9 

Suspected PMFs
Recovered and Traced 

34 

Most Common Types of Crime Guns Recovered and Traced 

Weapon Description 2017 % Change 
2017-2018 

2018 % Change 
2018-2019 

2019 % Change 
2019-2020 

2020 % Change 
2020-2021 

2021 % Change 
2017-2021 

Total 

 

PISTOL 336 18.5 % 398 -12.3 % 349 55.6 % 543 2.9 % 559 66.4 % 2,185 
RIFLE 292 8.6 % 317 -15.5 % 268 55.2 % 416 -12.3 % 365 25.0 % 1,658 
REVOLVER 91 24.2 % 113 -17.7 % 93 46.2 % 136 -13.2 % 118 29.7 % 551
SHOTGUN 92 19.6 % 110 -15.5 % 93 37.6 % 128 -5.5 % 121 31.5 % 544 
Total 811 15.7 % 938 -14.4 % 803 52.3 % 1,223 -4.9 % 1,163 43.4 % 4,938 

Top Crime Gun Calibers 

Caliber # of Recovered 
Crime Guns 

9 
 

903 
22 811 
45 411 
12 398 
40 311 
380 194 
357 159 
ZZ 158 
556 140 
Total 3,485 

Top Crime Gun Type-Caliber Combinations 

Weapon Type-Caliber # of Recovered 
Crime Guns 

 

P-9 863 
R-22 412 
S-12 396 
P-45 394 
P-40 307 
P-22 232 
P-380 192 
PR-22 156 
PR-357 145 
R-556 133 
Total 3,230 

Top Crime Gun Make-Type-Caliber Combinations 

Make-Weapon Type-Caliber # of Recovered 
Crime Guns 

 

GLC-P-9 129 
SW-P-9 118 
SW-P-40 95 
TAS-P-9 93 
HIH-P-9 90 
REM-S-12 89 
SR-R-22 87 
SR-P-9 83 
MAR-R-22 81 
GLC-P-40 76 
Total 941 

Top Recovery Cities for Suspected PMF Traces 

BILLINGS 6 

BOZEMAN 6 

GREAT FALLS 5 

HELENA 3 

DILLON 2 

LIBBY 2 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 



BALLISTIC EVIDENCE IN NIBIN, 2017 - 2021 

Total Casings and Test Fires 

576 

Casings and Test Fires with 
NIBIN Leads 

5 

Lead Rate

0.9%

 

 

Total Casings and Test Fires by Year Total Casings and Test Fires with Leads by Year 
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RECOVERED PISTOLS IN NIBIN, 2017 - 2021 

Total Pistols 

431 

Pistols with Leads 

4 

Lead Rate 

0.9% 

Median TTFS (Years) 
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