
Who We Are

he National Firearms Act (NFA)
Branch is a separate branch within the
Firearms & Explosives Services Divi-

sion.  We are responsible for the effective
administration of the National Firearm Act, 26
U.S.C. Chapter 53.  We maintain control and
custody of the National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record (NFRTR), which is a
central registry of firearms that are required
by Federal law to be registered in the United
States such as: machineguns, silencers, short-
barreled rifles, short-barreled shotguns,
destructive devices and certain firearms
described as any other weapons.  We provide
record searches and/or certifications for use
in Federal court relating to the registration
status of firearms.  We testify in court con-
cerning NFA Branch procedures.  We are
responsible for processing and approving
applications to make, export, transfer and
register NFA firearms and notices of NFA
firearms manufactured or imported.

Who Are Our Customers

The NFA Branch has a variety of direct cus-
tomers, each with specific service needs:
They include:
● ATF regulatory and criminal enforcement

personnel
● Other Federal, State and local govern--

ment agencies
● Federal Firearms licensees/Special

(Occupational) Taxpayers
● General public
● Members of the Armed Services

T

Our Service Commitment
To You

The National Firearms Act Branch has devel-
oped standards for service to our customers.
When you deal with us, you have a right to
expect professional, prompt, and courteous
service.

● Correct ATF Forms 1 and 4 will be pro-
cessed in 90 days from date of receipt.  ATF
Forms 2, 3, 5, 9, 10 and 5320.20 will be
processed in 2 to 3 weeks from date of
receipt.  Application must be perfected
before the processing time start.

● We will respond to your telephone requests
for information and assistance in helping
you complete your importation forms.

● We will hold in the strictest confidence all
information you provide us about your
application.

● The application status may only be given to
the transferor or the transferee if the trans-
feror has given approval.

What We Do

We process and approve the following applica-
tions and notices:

● ATF Form 1 (5320.1), Application to Make
and Register a Firearm.

This form is used by an individual to make
and register an NFA firearm.  A making tax
of $200 per firearm will be incurred.

This form may also be used by State, and
local government agencies.  An exemption
from the making tax is provided for govern-
ment agencies.

● ATF Form 2 (5320.2), Notice of Firearm
Manufactured or Imported.

This form is used to notify ATF of the manu-
facture or importation of a firearm by a
properly qualified special (Occupational)
taxpayer.

● ATF Form 3 (5320.3), Application for Tax
Exempt Transfer of Firearms and Registra-
tion to Special (Occupational) Taxpayers.

This form is used to apply for the tax ex-
empt transfer of any NFA firearm when both
parties involved are Federal firearms licen-
sees and special (Occupational) taxpayers.

● ATF Form 4 (5320.4), Application for Tax
paid Transfer and Registration of a Firearm.

This form is used for the tax paid transfer
of an NFA firearm.  A transfer tax of $200
per firearm will be incurred.

● ATF Form 5 (5320.5), Application for Tax
Exempt Transfer and Registration of a
Firearm.

This form is used to apply for tax-exempt
transfers of NFA firearms.  This form is used
to transfer firearms to government agen-
cies.

● ATF Form 9 (5320.9), Application and
Permit for Exportation of Firearms.

This form is used to apply for the perma-
nent exportation of NFA firearms.

● ATF Form 10 (5320.10), Application for
Registration of Firearms Acquired by Cer-
tain Governmental Entities.

This form is used by State or local govern-
ment agencies to register an NFA firearm
not previously registered (for example,
firearms seized for violation of the law).

● ATF Form 5320.20, Application to Trans-
port Interstate or to Temporarily Export.
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