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Resuratioxs S8, Srenox 319.12: Firearm. _

Classification of certain weapons for delermination of whether
thiey are “tirenrms” within the meaning of (lat tern as used (o see-
tlon 27383 of the Internul Revenue Cade.

Advice is requested whether the weapons listed below are fivearms
under section 2733 of the Internal Revene Code.

Section 4735 (a) of the Code defines :« firearm as “a shotgun or rifle
having a buarel of less than eighteen nches in lenglhy or any other
wenpon, exeept n pistol or revolver, {10t which n shot is discharged
by an explusive if such weapon is capuble of heing coneealed on the
person, or a machine gun, nnd includes a mufller or silencer for any
firearm whether or not such firezrn is included within the foregoing
definition, but does not include any rifle which is within the foregoing
provisions solely by reason of the length of its barrel if the ealiber
of such rifle is .22 or smaller and if its barrel is sixteen inches or more
in length.”

The following weapons, capable of Leing concealed on the person,
me firearms, beinge classified as “any olther weapon™:

A U. S. Carbine, M-1, .30 caliber seminutomutic, having an
18-inch barrel with the stock sawed off leaving o pistol grip of
4 inches in lengtha

.\ jackknife pistol

A palim-squeeze revolver.an
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Alsingle 15U4-inch barrel gun, chambered to (ire 16 gauge shot-
cun shells, with sawed-off stock, altered in such n manner as to
change the characteristics of the original weapon so that it eannot
be classified either as n shotzun or pistol in the commonly ac-
cepted delinition of those words.

A dipper percussion gun, which is made of bronze and which
fires about a .42 caliber projectile hy means of & percussion cap,
um} ig 1314 inches ove ':xH] in length, with a cup attached to one
end.

A gun made by nsing a 32-20 rifle barrel mounted ou the re-
ceiver or frume of n 10 gange shotgun, with a pistel type grip
at an angle Lo the bore for holding m ene hand and designed to
discharge a shot by the uction of an explosive.

The following weapons are not {irearms within the meaning of see-
tion 2733 (a) of Lhe Inter nal Revenne Code:

A pistol geip type German Flare gun with two barvels Glp
inches in length which is not capable of firing sholgun shells.

A twelve mange, 30 inch double-barrel shofgzun, one barrel of
which has heen sawed off to 1434 inches. Since the remaining
barrel is 30 inches in length, the weapon is not considered as
capable of being concealed on the person,

Section 2738 (b) of the Luternal Revenune Code defines a machine gun
as “any other weapon which shoots, or is designed to shoot, auto-
mnlienlly or seminutomatically, more than one shot, withont manual
teloading, by u single function of the trigger.”

An 8 mullimeter caliber German Light Maxim Field Maclune Gun
was altered by removing the original breech mechanism so that the
setion and barrel assembly of a .22 caliber short rim-fire nutolonding
seminutomatic rifle, less wooden stock, foreurm and sights, could be
cradled ou the inside of the breech of the gun by use of brackets.
Such gun then was capable of firing .22 ealiber rim-fire ammunition
and is operated by means of a 110 volt switch-controlled electric motor
with a set of beveled gears to transmit motion of the motor to the
trigzer mechanism of the rifle, so that when the trigger of the gun
is pnlled, motion of the electric motor is transmitted to the mechnnism
of the rifle, thus firing the gun as long as the trigger is held back or
until the 15-shot tubular magazine is emptied. This weapon is classi-
fied ns a “machine gun” within the meaning of section 2733(b) of
the Code.
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