
REGULATIONS 131, SECTION 315.4.0: General. ne,·. Tinl. 55 312 
(Also Part I, Section 4181.) 

A denier who cngnges In the lmsincss of nssemhllng llrnnnus from
co111ponent Jiarts In quantity lots for purposes of sale or cllstrllmtlon 
lu iuterstnte or foreign co1nmcrce must procure n license ns n wnun­
fncturcr of firearms, pursuant to tile 11ro,·lslous of the Feclernl Fire­
arms Act. Llnlllllty to the manufncturcr's e:tclsc tux h1111ol,cll under 
section 41!;1 or the Intenml Rm·cuue Cude of lll:i4 would lie lncuncrl 
ou the snbsc(Juent snle of UH! fircnrms so pro!lueed . 

.Advice ]ms been requested whether it is necessnry to obtain n mnnu­
factm·e1· 1s license in onler to assemble rifles. 

Section 1 of the Federal Firearms �\ct, G2 Stnt. 1250, 15 U.S. C. !JOI, 
provides in pnrt thnt the tenn "manufacturer" includes a person 
engnqed iu the business of mrmufncturing firearms, etc., fo1· purposes 
of snle or distribution. It also }ll'Ovides thnt n "dealer" may repair 
or fit special barrels, stocks, trigger mechanisms or breech mechanisms 
to firearms. 

The latter provision permits n licensed dealer to engnge in such 
ncti\"ity on an individual item basis I.mt, in effect, precludes n. dealer 
from engaging in the business of assembling firearms from component 
parts in quantity lots for purposes o:f sale or distribution in interstnto 
or foreign commerce. .Accordingly, in order to assemble firearms for 
such purposes, a license ns 11, manufacturer of firea1·ms must first lio 
procured in nccordnnce with the Fe<leml Firearms Act. Also, liabil-
1ty for the mnnufncturer's excise tax, imposed undei· section' 4181 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1051, is incurred on the subsequent sale 
of the firearms so produced from the compoiumt parts. 
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