
Administration’s Comprehensive Strategy to 
Prevent and Respond to Gun Crime and 

Ensure Public Safety
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Effective as of June 23, 2021



There are five willful violations for which there is 
zero tolerance and will result in ATF seeking 

revocation absent extraordinary circumstances.
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First
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• Failure to allow ATF to conduct an inspection.



Second

• Failure to respond to a trace request.
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Third

• Transfer of a firearm to a prohibited person.
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Fourth
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• Falsifying required records.



Fifth

• Failure to conduct a background check prior to 
transferring a firearm.
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Extraordinary Circumstances

Extraordinary circumstances are very situational and 
dependent on the totality of the situation surrounding the 
violations. However a single instance of a willful violation is 
not extraordinary circumstances.  Likewise, a willful 
violation cited during a first inspection is not, in and of 
itself, extraordinary circumstances. 
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Briefings

• Any cases where the field and the DAD (IO) 
agree that Extraordinary Circumstances may 
exist are briefed monthly to the Director who 
gives final approval for the alternate action to 
revocation.

• The recommendations are reported online and 
to DOJ.
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Results of Inspections with Qualifying Violations

Can be found on the ATF.GOV website and query “Enhanced 
Regulatory Enforcement Policy.”
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CONTACT US
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